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Yes, Virginia there Is a Santa Claus 

CCCCelebrating a elebrating a elebrating a elebrating a     
GorgeGorgeGorgeGorge----ous Christmas! ous Christmas! ous Christmas! ous Christmas!     

This year’s Cliffview This year’s Cliffview This year’s Cliffview This year’s Cliffview     
Community Christmas Party for Community Christmas Party for Community Christmas Party for Community Christmas Party for 
the surrounding counties will be the surrounding counties will be the surrounding counties will be the surrounding counties will be     

SaturSaturSaturSaturday, Dec. 9day, Dec. 9day, Dec. 9day, Dec. 9thththth        
from 3:30 pm to 7 pm. from 3:30 pm to 7 pm. from 3:30 pm to 7 pm. from 3:30 pm to 7 pm.     

This is a free event & open to This is a free event & open to This is a free event & open to This is a free event & open to 
cabin owners as well as the pucabin owners as well as the pucabin owners as well as the pucabin owners as well as the pub-b-b-b-

lic. We serve a delicious meal, lic. We serve a delicious meal, lic. We serve a delicious meal, lic. We serve a delicious meal, 
have face painting, free photo have face painting, free photo have face painting, free photo have face painting, free photo 
booth, crafts, music, gifts & of booth, crafts, music, gifts & of booth, crafts, music, gifts & of booth, crafts, music, gifts & of 

course SANTA! course SANTA! course SANTA! course SANTA!     
We are always looWe are always looWe are always looWe are always looking for king for king for king for     

volunteers & donations. volunteers & donations. volunteers & donations. volunteers & donations.     
This project is supported by the This project is supported by the This project is supported by the This project is supported by the 

Red River Gorge Charities. Red River Gorge Charities. Red River Gorge Charities. Red River Gorge Charities.     

If you areIf you areIf you areIf you are interested, in being  interested, in being  interested, in being  interested, in being 
a part of our Gorgea part of our Gorgea part of our Gorgea part of our Gorge----ous ous ous ous 

Christmas, please contact Christmas, please contact Christmas, please contact Christmas, please contact 
Kalley at 606Kalley at 606Kalley at 606Kalley at 606----568568568568----6241624162416241    

Dear Editor: I am 8 years old. 

Some of my little friends say there is no Santa Claus. 

Papa says “If you see it in the Sun it’s so.” 

Please tell me the truth; is there a Santa Claus?   

 -Virginia O’Hanlon 

  

My Dear Virginia, 

Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have been 

affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. They do not believe except what they 

see. They think that nothing can be which is not comprehensible by their little 

minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s or children’s, are little. In this 

great universe of ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared 

with the boundless world about him, as measured by the intelligence capable of 

grasping the whole of truth and knowledge.  

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as certainly as love and generosity 

and devotion exist, and you know that they abound and give to your life its highest 

beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be the world if there were no Santa Claus! 

It would be as dreary as if there were no Virginias. There would be no childlike 

faith then, no poetry, no romance to make tolerable this existence. We should have 

no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The eternal light with which childhood 

fills the world would be extinguished. 

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe in fairies! You might get 

your papa to hire men to watch all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch Santa 

Claus, but even if they did not see Santa Claus coming down, what would that 

prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no Santa Claus. 

The most real things in the world are those that neither children nor men can see. 

Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but that's no proof that 

they are not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all the wonders there are un-

seen and unseeable in the world. 

You tear apart the baby's rattle and see what makes the noise inside, but there is a 

veil covering the unseen world which not the strongest man, nor even the united 

strength of all the strongest men that ever lived could tear apart. Only faith, poetry, 

love, romance, can push aside that curtain and view and picture the supernal beauty 

and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is nothing else 

real and abiding. 

No Santa Claus! Thank God, he lives, and he lives forever. A thousand years from 

now, Virginia, nay, ten times ten thousand years from now, he will continue   to  

make   glad    the    heart  of childhood. 
 

 This was the response to Virginia’s letter to the editor of the NewYork Sun, written by  
Francis Pharcellus Church, a Civil War correspondent for the New York Times before 

he joined the Sun. 
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We gratefully acknowledge the infor-

mation and assistance given us by the 

State of Kentucky Parks Department 

and the staff of the Natural Bridge 

State Park. 

The Gorge Gazette is published 

monthly except January and February 

for entertainment of Red River Gorge 

Guests, Owners, Visitors, Staff, 

Tourists and Friends.  
All contents including  ads  

are copyrighted by  

                   Jerry Ison/Jay Eye Communications 

                   Talbott, TN 37877 

Distributed free of charge  

courtesy of our advertisers! 

HELPFUL WEBSITES & PHONE NUMBERS 

State, County & City Facilities 

Natural Bridge State Resort Park General Information 

606.663-2214 or 1-800-325-1710   (reservations)  2135 Natural Bridge 
Rd.  Slade, KY 40376  Trail map & descriptions, park laws and regula-

tions, lodging, camping, group meeting facilities, group programs    

"Natural Bridge State Resort Park is hiking, arches, exploring, scenery, 

reflection, and making memories." 

www.parks.ky.gov/findparks/resortparks/nb 

Kentucky State Nature Preserve Commission                                

www.naturepreserves.ky.gov 

Red River Gorge National Geological Area     606) 663-8100  

www.fs.fed.us/r8/boone/districts/cumberland/redriver_gorge.shtml 

Gladie Cultural-Environmental Learning Center  606.663-8100 

www.fs.fed.us/r8/boone/districts/cumberland/gladie.shtml 

Red River Gorge Trail Crew (Volunteers)        www.RRGTC.com 

Leave No Trace – Outdoor Ethics   www.lnt.org 

Kentucky State Parks - Create your own Experience. 
www.parks.ky.gov      Become a KYSP fan at:  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Kentucky-State-Parks/152588316577 
Lee County Tourism Commision 

Dedra Brandenburg Director  606.464.5038               
www.visitleecountyky.com 

Private Facilities 
Cliffview Resort  & Cliffview Retreat   606.668.6222 

www.cliffviewresort.com  455 Cliff View Road, Campton, KY 41031             
The Lodge, The Retreat and Lakeside Lodges are available for groups,  

weddings and retreats. Also available is the 8,000 sq foot Reception Hall 

Red River Gorge Zip Lines  855.ZIP.TOUR  855.947.8687 

606.668.6222    www.redrivergorgezipline.com 

Scenic Cabin Rentals 606.663.0000  www.sceniccabin.com   

Black Bear Lodge Motel  606.663.0061 

Red River Gorge Cabin Rentals  844.692.2246 
www.redrivergorgecabinrentals.com 

The Gorge Underground 844.254.6244 Thrillsville.org 

The Red River Inn On Parkway, Campton  
 

The Gorge Gazette   Jenny or Jerry Ison   865.674.6740    

Email stories, ideas, suggestions, news to: jerrywrison@gmail.com  

The official Red River Gorge Newsletter 

 GGGGHENGIS HENGIS HENGIS HENGIS KKKKHAN HAN HAN HAN     
NNNNEVER EVER EVER EVER HHHHAD AD AD AD IIIIT T T T SSSSO O O O GGGGOOD!OOD!OOD!OOD! 

LLLLUXURY UXURY UXURY UXURY YYYYURTS!URTS!URTS!URTS!    
Reserve one and you too can...  

LLLLIVE IVE IVE IVE LILILILIKE KE KE KE AN AN AN AN EEEEMPERORMPERORMPERORMPEROR! ! ! !     
(At Least for a couple of days!) 

 

Red River GorgeRed River GorgeRed River GorgeRed River Gorge    
Cabin RentalsCabin RentalsCabin RentalsCabin Rentals    
513-284-2332 

redrivergorgecabinrentals.com 

  Lunch & Adult Beverages 
  Nutritious Smoothies 

          Homemade Bakery Goods 
 Just off Slade Exit 33 South 

              769 Natural Bridge Rd. KY Hwy 11 

       606-663-2549 

      Red River Gorge       Red River Gorge       Red River Gorge       Red River Gorge     
                                            Log HomesLog HomesLog HomesLog Homes    

 

                Let Us Build the  

                 Log Home of Your Dreams! 

We Always Have Cabins & Lots For 

Sale. We Offer Project Management  

From the Ground Up 

      Call:  Jim           606.362.2615 

            Brendan   513.628.1295 
 

 redrivergorgevacations.com 



TTTThings To Do, Places To Visit, hings To Do, Places To Visit, hings To Do, Places To Visit, hings To Do, Places To Visit,     

Where To Eat In The Red River GorgeWhere To Eat In The Red River GorgeWhere To Eat In The Red River GorgeWhere To Eat In The Red River Gorge    
  
 

•  Red River Gorge Earth Shop Local Art gallery & Gift Shop 606.668.5228  Nat Bridge Rd. Slade       

•  Red River Climbing Guides where “Your Adventure Awaits!” Catering to all ages and experience     
  levels. Visit:  RedRiverClimbingGuides.com or call 629.207.0697         

•   HillTop Pizza:  Pizza, Salads, Subs, Spaghetti, Lasagna.    
                       Delivery to Cliffview available. 606.464.9990  2034 Hwy 11N Beattyville.   

•   Daniel Boone Coffee Shoppe & Deli: Gourmet Coffees, Deli Foods, Camping Supplies            
        606-663-2549  Natural Bridge Road (KY Rt. 11) near Slade Exit 33  

•       Gorge Underground:  A Unique Waterborne Family Adventure    On The Water, Underground!                             

      Kayak and Pontoon Boat Tours                  844-254-6244  Thegorgeunderground.com  
•   Natural Bridge State Park, Lodge & Sky Lift: Camping, Hiking, Rooms, Fine Dining  
        parks.ky.gov/resortparks/nb/index.htm 

•        Mill Creek Lake:  Kayak & SUP Rentals 859.300.1330  
•   Red River General Store:  Hand Dipped Ice Cream, Hoodies, Gifts, Camping Supplies, T-Shirts                        

     Fudge,  Local Artisan Crafts      1321 Natural Bridge Road (KY Rt. 11) Slade, KY   606.663.885 
•   Daniel Boone Liquor:  606-663-2549;  Natural Bridge Rd (KY Rt 11)  
•   Red River Gorge Hiking, Rock Climbing:   fs.fed.us/r8/boone/  
•   Red River Adventure: Kayaking and Canoeing  redriveradventure.net 606-663-1012  
•   Via Ferrata Rock Climbing Park: Great for beginners 606-668-6441 torrentfalls.com   
•   Mr. Ed’s Hot Dogs Great Hot Dogs smothered with Famous Chili Sauce  
                         209 N. Main  Stanton, KY   606.569.8170  Check us on Facebook 
•   The Well Beattyville’s only liquor store selling Liquor, Beer & Wine  Come down and sip a glass              

       sitting on the patio watching the Kentucky River flow. On rte 52 Beattyville  
                          606.208.8017 tony@theboneyardwell.com 
•   Beech Fork Golf Club: In Clay City - 606-663-9479    
•   Sag Hollow Golf Course:  In Booneville  606-593-4653  
•   Beattyville Public Golf Course: Off Rt. 52 in Beattyville, KY                   

        606.356.4199   
      

                                           
If a Holiday Party, any Party, Family Reunion, Corporate Meeting, Church  
Retreat or Wedding is on your to-do list, go ahead and check it off.  We have  
the perfect solution to party planning from catering to lodging to activities.  
The Lodge at Cliffview will sleep 64. The 7000 square foot Reception/Activity 
Center seats up to 250 and has a fully equipped commercial grade kitchen. Our 
newest Lodges, the Retreat and Lakeside will each sleep up to 50. Both have  
double appliances kitchens and technically compatible theater style media rooms.                            
                                                                                                                Call:      606.668.6222 for details. 

Join Us For FamilyJoin Us For FamilyJoin Us For FamilyJoin Us For Family----FriendlyFriendlyFriendlyFriendly    

Unforgettable UndergroundUnforgettable UndergroundUnforgettable UndergroundUnforgettable Underground    

Waterborne AdventureWaterborne AdventureWaterborne AdventureWaterborne Adventure    

KayakKayakKayakKayak & Pontoon Boat Tours& Pontoon Boat Tours& Pontoon Boat Tours& Pontoon Boat Tours    

844844844844----354354354354----6244 6244 6244 6244     

TheGorgeUnderground.com 

Thrillsville Adventure Golf 
693 Natural Bridge Road, Slade, KY  
Next to Red River Gorge Gift Shop and 

the Little Red Food Truck! 

 

606-668-5213 



Peace      Peace      Peace      Peace                                                                          by J. Ison  

 

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men."                           

                                                                                                                    Luke 2:14 

 

Peace on earth. What a terrific idea. But what is peace?  

The dictionary gives many definitions ranging from quiet and tranquility to  lack of 

motion or movement.  

Peace is defined as the freedom from war, conflict  and hostilities; concord and amity; a state of mutual 

harmony.   

Aside from a physical condition where one is free from disorder and civil commotion, peace is also a mental 

and spiritual calmness and freedom from disturbances arising from passion or a sense of guilt.    

Peace was an important concept to Christians; indeed, Jesus is often referred to as the "Prince of Peace".  

The word peace or words based  on the word peace are found in more than 130 Old Testament verses and more 

than 100 New Testament verses.  

One of the most enduring Christian icons is the dove as a  symbolic representation of 

peace. This of course is taken from the tale of Noah in the book of Genesis. 

Through the years, other symbols have come to be associated with the idea of peace; 

none more familiar than the so-called "peace sign".   

This was originally a representation of a jet bomber and was 

used in the "Ban the Bomb" protests of the very early 60's in England. England is also 

the origin of the other peace sign, two fingers raised.  It is believed Winston Churchill 

used this as a "V" for Victory salute and the gesture later became associated with the 

hippies and  "Peaceniks".  

"Peace!", is an expression of well-wishing.  Or a salutation.  As well as a word of 

parting, so let me say, no matter how you say it, no matter what the accent...  

Red River Gorge's Finest Cabin Rentals. 

Family Owned and Operated.  

Visit Our Website to Reserve a Cabin!     
 

redrivergorgecabinrentals.com 

 

844.692.2246844.692.2246844.692.2246844.692.2246 

Showers, Bathrooms, Free WiFi 

Huge Indoor Recreation Area 
Outdoor & Indoor Camping 

Lota. Rocks! (Land of the Arches)

5150 KY Hwy 715 

Camton, KY  

 

 

Landofthearches.com 

 

13 Cabins & 10-Room Lodges       

Breath Taking Panoramic Vistas 

Hiking, Nature Photography, Fishing, Boat-

ing, Beaches  a short drive from  

Indian Creek Resort   

 I really, really, love this time of year! The music, the traditions, the colorful decorations, and the attitude of the people. 

 Don’t you wish there was some way to bottle that feeling or at least to be able to spread it around all year long!  

I think it’s not just because of the hype or even the true reason we are celebrating that people are more friendly and car-

ing at this time. I think most, if not all, people actually wish to be like that all year ‘round, but for whatever reason, feel 

they should keep it to themselves the rest of the year.  

It’s as if Christmas is an excuse, and a very good one, the best one, to share the joy, to let all that niceness show.  

Maybe our culture, our new century zeitgeist has taught us that being nice or caring is a weakness. That is absolutely not 

so. I think those traits are a person’s greatest strengths.  So, no matter what, I’m gonna try to feel Christmas-y every day.  

Again, Merry Christmas and be thankful for what you have and remember those less fortunate.  

Hug a loved one, help a neighbor. Spread the JOY!                                                                                             Jenny Ison 



 

A musician friend of Cummings suggested the 

problem was that few knew what in the world a 

"welkin" was and even when they found out it is a 

cloud, a metaphor for heaven, they still weren't 

moved.  

The next to the last or the penultimate (I can't tell 

you how long I've waited for just the right 

opportunity to use that word!) line in the hymn 

where angel hosts were mentioned was much 

stronger.  

Well, Cummings obviously took his friend's advice 

or we would be singing "Hark how all the welkin 

ring!" instead of "Hark! the herald angels sing."  

Cool huh? But wait, there's more.  

Charles Wesley or Chuck as his friends may have 

called him was the brother of John Wesley who 

formed the Weslyan Societies that evolved into the 

Methodist Church. Charles wrote another 6,000 or so 

hymns for that church. This Mendelssohn guy was 

the grandson of a Jewish philosopher,  Moses 

Mendelssohn, and the son of a baker.  

A terrific piano player from age six and a prolific 

writer from an early age, he wrote everything from 

vocal duets to symphonies to operas. His biggest hit 

(I think it went platinum!) was an overture for 

Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream. That 

overture has become one of the most popular 

wedding songs.  

If you have ever been to a wedding, you have heard 

this piece. You know how the tune, "Here Comes the 

Bride" goes? Okay. It’s the other song. The one 

played as the newly married couple depart. 

Hello! How are ya? Keeping 

warm? Are you ready for the 

holidays? Me neither. I think 

you'll all be happy with this arti-

cle’s opening poem. Why? Well, for one thing it’s a 

real good one and for another thing, 'cause I didn't 

write it. This one was by a fella named Longfellow. 

That’s Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. 

 

“I heard the bells of Christmas Day 

Their old familiar carols play 

and wild and sweet their words repeat 

Of peace on earth, good will to men.” 

Hey, I couldn't have said it better myself!  

Ok. Actually, I couldn't have said it nearly as well; 

that's why I used Henry's. 

 

Welkin We Have Heard on HighWelkin We Have Heard on HighWelkin We Have Heard on HighWelkin We Have Heard on High 

"Hark, how all the welkin ring!" That opening line 

may not be familiar to you, but that was the first line 

of a hymn by Charles Wesley written in 1739.  

In 1840, Felix Mendelssohn wrote a cantata 

commemorating not Jesus, the most important person 

of the 1st millennium, but one Johann Gutenburg of 

movable type fame who the A&E's Biography says is 

the most important person of the 2nd millennium.  

Fifteen years later, an English musician, W. H. 

Cummings took a piece of melody from that very 

sonata and put Wesley's words to it.  

It worked well, but didn't have the "pizazz" needed 

to climb the charts.  

 Hark! How All  The Hark! How All  The Hark! How All  The Hark! How All  The     
Welkin RingWelkin RingWelkin RingWelkin Ring! ! ! !     
Christmastime is beautiful music timeChristmastime is beautiful music timeChristmastime is beautiful music timeChristmastime is beautiful music time    
 

Music Writer  

                    Clifford “Cliff ” Tones 

13 Cabins & 10-Room Lodges       

Breath Taking Panoramic Vistas 

 

******* 

Hiking, Nature Photography, Fishing, 

Boating, Beaches  all in a short drive 

® 

Natural Bridge Rd  

606.668.5917 

HAND DIPPED  

ICE CREAM 

 HOUSE MADE FUDGE 

Mountain Hippie  Apparel    
Loca l Ar t i s an Cra f tL o ca l Ar t i s an Cra f tL o ca l Ar t i s an Cra f tL o ca l Ar t i s an Cra f t ssss    

Hoodies  -   T-Shirts 



Bluegrass Bits 

   Have you  
Climbed ● Hiked ● Paddled ●  Fished ● Slept in a Yurt    

Rappelled ● Ridden A Horse ● Slung Mud ● Walked In Nature  
Zipped ● Picnicked ● Had a Hot Dog ● Camped Under the Stars    

Visited the Gorge Underground ● Listened to Live Bluegrass 

      Today? 
     You can do all that and more right here  

     in the Beautiful, Natural and Unique 

     Red River Gorge 

 
 

        Check Page 3 or Ask One of our Staff 

Fine Food, Spirits and Live Music 

 

Daniel Boone Liquor - Stop in after your hike for a 

cocktail  or cold beer of your choice or grab a bottle 

from our Daniel Boone Liquor Store to take back to 
the cabin and enjoy your own private party!   

At the Boone Coffee Shop and Deli. 769 Natural Bridge 

Rd. (KY Hwy 11) 606.663.2549.  

 

145 SteakOut- 148 Main St, Downtown Campton, 
KY   606-668-7500.   Great Steaks and more. 

 

Redpoint Barbeque -  On Jim Smith Rd, Rogers, 
KY  Serving American dishes with a full bar. Has in-

door and outdoor seating.  606.668.7000. 
 

Sweet Art by Stephanie - 101 Main St., Campton, 
KY  606-668-7277  Not just a bakery, serves home 

cooked meals. Only open  Monday to Friday. 
 

The Pit BBQ (Thatcher's BBQ) - Slade, KY  606-
947-8040. Serves pork, beef and chicken BBQ. 

Serves beer. Live music Friday & Saturday nights. 

 

The Well Rte 52 Beattyville 606.208.8017 Liquor, beer & 
Wine     Riverside Patio       bryan@theboneyardwell.com 

bryan@theboneyardwell.com  

Okay, Let’s get to 
the bottom of this. 
The Well is the one 
and only liquor store 
in Beattyville selling 

liquor, beer and wine. 

Located in Beattyville on KY Rte 52 in the  

Boneyard Building at River’s Edge. 
 

Come enjoy a peaceful, relaxing eve on the patio  

sipping a glass of  wine,  just watching the river flow. 

 

Rentals Available for 1 to 15 

Scenic Lots And  

Vacation Homes for Sale 

606.663.0000 

P.O. Box 51824 

Knoxville, TN 37950 

Phone: 865-584-7571 

www.MissionofHope.org 
Email: info@missionofhope.org 


