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Spring Is The Time To Explore The Gorge  Spring Is The Time To Explore The Gorge  Spring Is The Time To Explore The Gorge  Spring Is The Time To Explore The Gorge      

Congratulations! You have hit the jackpot in the adventure vacation lot-

tery by choosing to visit the world famous beautiful and unique  Red 

River Gorge Geographic Area. 

The Gorge is the perfect vacation destination for the entire family. 

You will find a world of activities, adventures and memories to last a 

life time. There is a myriad of  great opportunities all throughout the 

Gorge for recreation. From just  catching a hammock nap  in the quiet 

comfort of the peaceful country  settings to wildlife viewing, picnick-

ing, camping, hiking, canoeing and kayaking, to hiking, rock climbing 

and zipping through verdant forest settings 

and across gorges filled with lush greenery 

at fifty miles an hour! These adrenalin-

pumping flights will  thrill and awe while 

you share spectacular views. From three 

hundred feet above, it’s scenery visible 

from a  perspective available to only you 

and the eagles! 

For a more sedate yet equally enjoyable 

family water borne adventure, there’s the 

Gorge Underground, the Gorge’s Coolest Place!    

Accommodations run the gamut from simple tent camping to luxurious 

yurts, cozy cabins and deluxe lodges that can accommodate a family re-

union, the whole wedding party as well as corporate and religious re-

treats. All lodges have modern facilities, queen beds, and are complete 

with totally furnished kitchens for guest  use. 

For those who don’t wish to do their own cooking, the Gorge Area is 

replete with great places to eat. The bake shop at Daniel Boone Deli has 

fresh breakfast foods, great coffee and perfect service. If you are hungry 

for BBQ, Pizza, Steak, Dairy Treats, Mexican and great Home Style 

cooking, you are just a few minutes from them wherever you are in the 

Gorge Area. For those seeking craft drinks, the Gorge has those too. 

Check our “Things To Do” page for info and contacts for many of the 

Best of the Gorge facilities, and adventures. The ads in here have their 

websites and phone numbers, so you’re all set. The only problem you 

have now is what to do first! 

Welcome to the Gorge and we are certainly glad you came! 

 

 

Adrian and her staff  have been busy this 

winter remodeling the store and stocking it 

with all your favorite things. The Red River 

Gorge General Store is your one stop shop 

for camping gear, climbing gear, toys, gifts, 

toiletries, food and so much more. While 

you shop, enjoy a milkshake with Boba 

Bursting Pearls, or any of their other 

yummy additions.  Don't forget to sample 

some of their homemade fudge! They also 

stock as many local items as possible.  Their 

helpful and knowledgeable staff are more 

than willing to help you find the perfect gift 

to remember your trip to the Red River 

Gorge. 

 

The Red River Gorge Zipline, one of the 

Gorge Area’s premiere adventure sites, is 

open  for the season. Located in Cliffview 

Resort on KY 15 at KY 11.  

Five lines, the last two get you zipping 

across  at speeds up to fifty miles per hour. 

You’ll virtually fly across some of the most 

picturesque scenery in the Gorge Area.  

You’d need a real pair of wings or  be flying 

in a helicopter to enjoy the view you get 

from three hundred feet above! 

 

How about some Mini Golf? Fun for the 

entire family is to be found at the brand new 

Thrillsville Adventure Golf!  Located at 

693 Natural Bridge Road, Slade, KY right 

next to the Red River Gorge Gift Shop and 

the Little Red Food Truck! 

 



HELPFUL WEBSITES & PHONE NUMBERS 

State, County & City Facilities 

Natural Bridge State Resort Park General Information 

606.663-2214 or 1-800-325-1710   (reservations)  2135 Natural Bridge 
Rd.  Slade, KY 40376  Trail map & descriptions, park laws and regula-

tions, lodging, camping, group meeting facilities, group programs    

"Natural Bridge State Resort Park is hiking, arches, exploring, scenery, 

reflection, and making memories." 

www.parks.ky.gov/findparks/resortparks/nb 

Kentucky State Nature Preserve Commission                                

www.naturepreserves.ky.gov 

Red River Gorge National Geological Area     606) 663-8100  

www.fs.fed.us/r8/boone/districts/cumberland/redriver_gorge.shtml 

Gladie Cultural-Environmental Learning Center  606.663-8100 

www.fs.fed.us/r8/boone/districts/cumberland/gladie.shtml 

Red River Gorge Trail Crew (Volunteers)        www.RRGTC.com 

Leave No Trace – Outdoor Ethics   www.lnt.org 

Kentucky State Parks - Create your own Experience. 
www.parks.ky.gov      Become a KYSP fan at:  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Kentucky-State-Parks/152588316577 
Lee County Tourism Commision 

Dedra Brandenburg Director  606.464.5038               
www.visitleecountyky.com 

Private Facilities 
Cliffview Resort  & Cliffview Retreat   606.668.6222 

www.cliffviewresort.com  455 Cliff View Road, Campton, KY 41031             
The Lodge, The Retreat and Lakeside Lodges are available for groups,  

weddings and retreats. Also available is the 8,000 sq foot Reception Hall 

Red River Gorge Zip Lines  855.ZIP.TOUR  855.947.8687 

606.668.6222    www.redrivergorgezipline.com 

Scenic Cabin Rentals 606.663.0000  www.sceniccabin.com   

Black Bear Lodge Motel  606.663.0061 

Red River Gorge Cabin Rentals  844.692.2246 
www.redrivergorgecabinrentals.com 

The Gorge Underground 844.254.6244 Thrillsville.org 

The Red River Inn On Parkway, Campton  
 

The Gorge Gazette   Jenny or Jerry Ison   865.674.6740    

Email stories, ideas, suggestions, news to: jerrywrison@gmail.com  
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We gratefully acknowledge the infor-

mation and assistance given us by the 

State of Kentucky Parks Department 

and the staff of the Natural Bridge 

State Park and their newsletter, the 

Natural Bridge Hiker. 

The Gorge Gazette is published 

monthly except January and February 

for entertainment of Red River Gorge 

Guests, Owners, Visitors, Staff, 

Tourists and Friends.  
All contents including  ads  

are copyrighted by  

                   Jerry Ison/Jay Eye Communications 

                   Box 271   Talbott, TN 37877 

Distributed free of charge  

courtesy of our advertisers! 

 GGGGHENGIS HENGIS HENGIS HENGIS KKKKHAN HAN HAN HAN     
NNNNEVER EVER EVER EVER HHHHAD AD AD AD IIIIT T T T SSSSO O O O GGGGOOD!OOD!OOD!OOD! 

LLLLUXURY UXURY UXURY UXURY YYYYURTS!URTS!URTS!URTS!    
Reserve one and you too can...  

LLLLIVE IVE IVE IVE LILILILIKE KE KE KE AN AN AN AN EEEEMPERORMPERORMPERORMPEROR! ! ! !     
(At Least for a couple of days!) 

 

Red River GorgeRed River GorgeRed River GorgeRed River Gorge    
Cabin RentalsCabin RentalsCabin RentalsCabin Rentals    
513-284-2332 

redrivergorgecabinrentals.com 

  Lunch & Adult Beverages 
  Nutritious Smoothies 

          Homemade Bakery Goods 
 Just off Slade Exit 33 South 

              769 Natural Bridge Rd. KY Hwy 11 

       606-663-2549 

      Red River Gorge       Red River Gorge       Red River Gorge       Red River Gorge     
           Log Homes           Log Homes           Log Homes           Log Homes    

 

                Let Us Build the  

                 Log Home of Your Dreams! 

We always have Cabins & Lots for 

Sale. We Offer Project Management  

From the Ground Up 

      Call:  Jim           606.362.2615 

            Brendan   513.628.1295 
 

 redrivergorgeloghomes.com 



TTTThings To Do, Places To Visit, hings To Do, Places To Visit, hings To Do, Places To Visit, hings To Do, Places To Visit,     

Where To Eat In The Red River GorgeWhere To Eat In The Red River GorgeWhere To Eat In The Red River GorgeWhere To Eat In The Red River Gorge    
  
 

•  Gorge Outfitters  Gear, Clothes Trail Food  606.481.3989  Nat Bridge Rd. Slade       

•  Red River Climbing Guides where “Your Adventure Awaits!” Catering to all ages and experience     
  levels. Visit:  RedRiverClimbingGuides.com or call 629.207.0697         

•   HillTop Pizza:  Pizza, Salads, Subs, Spaghetti, Lasagna.    
                       Delivery to Cliffview available. 606.464.9990  2034 Hwy 11N Beattyville.   

•   Daniel Boone Coffee Shoppe & Deli: Gourmet Coffees, Deli Foods, Camping Supplies            
        606-663-2549  Natural Bridge Road (KY Rt. 11) near Slade Exit 33  

•       Gorge Underground:  A Unique Waterborne Family Adventure           On The Water, Underground!              

      Kayak and Pontoon Boat Tours                  844-254-6244  Thegorgeunderground.com  
•   Natural Bridge State Park, Lodge & Sky Lift: Camping, Hiking, Rooms, Fine Dining  
        parks.ky.gov/resortparks/nb/index.htm 

•        Mill Creek Lake:  Kayak & SUP Rentals 859.300.1330  

•       Doggie Daycare  Scooter’s Station South from Resort on Rt. 11, right on Rt 498, right on Rt  52  west,   

       left on Rte 399 to # 5814 on mailbox. 606.560.9091 
•   Red River General Store:  Hand Dipped Ice Cream, Hoodies, Gifts, Camping Supplies, T-Shirts                        

     Fudge,  Local Artisan Crafts      1321 Natural Bridge Road (KY Rt. 11) Slade, KY   606.663.885 
•   Daniel Boone Liquor:  606-663-2549;  Natural Bridge Rd (KY Rt 11)  
•   Red River Gorge Hiking, Rock Climbing:   fs.fed.us/r8/boone/  
•   Red River Adventure: Kayaking and Canoeing  redriveradventure.net 606-663-1012  
•   Via Ferrata Rock Climbing Park: Great for beginners 606-668-6441 torrentfalls.com   
•   Mr. Ed’s Hot Dogs Great Hot Dogs smothered with Famous Chili Sauce  
                         209 N. Main  Stanton, KY   606.569.8170  Check us on Facebook 
•   Beech Fork Golf Club: In Clay City - 606-663-9479    
•   Sag Hollow Golf Course:  In Booneville  606-593-4653  
•   Beattyville Public Golf Course: Off Rt. 52 in Beattyville, KY                   

        606.356.4199   
      

                                           
If a Holiday Party, any Party, Family Reunion, Corporate Meeting, Church  
Retreat or Wedding is on your to-do list, go ahead and check it off.  We have  
the perfect solution to party planning from catering to lodging to activities.  
The Lodge at Cliffview will sleep 64. The 7000 square foot Reception/Activity 
Center seats up to 250 and has a fully equipped commercial grade kitchen. Our 
newest Lodges, the Retreat and Lakeside will each sleep up to 50. Both have  
double appliances kitchens and technically compatible theater style media rooms.                            
                                                                                                                Call:      606.668.6222 for details. 
 

Join Us For FamilyJoin Us For FamilyJoin Us For FamilyJoin Us For Family----FriendlyFriendlyFriendlyFriendly    

Unforgettable UndergroundUnforgettable UndergroundUnforgettable UndergroundUnforgettable Underground    

Water Borne AdventureWater Borne AdventureWater Borne AdventureWater Borne Adventure    

KayakKayakKayakKayak & Pontoon Boat Tours& Pontoon Boat Tours& Pontoon Boat Tours& Pontoon Boat Tours    

844844844844----354354354354----6244 6244 6244 6244     

TheGorgeUnderground.com 

Thrillsville Adventure Golf 
693 Natural Bridge Road, Slade, KY  
Next to Red River Gorge Gift Shop and 

the Little Red Food Truck! 

 

606-668-5213 



*  Take a cell phone with a fully charged battery. 

Make certain there is service in the area you plan to 

explore 

* Download a GPS app so friends and family can 

 track your progress and always know exactly where 

you are. In areas with no service, inexpensive 

 walkie-talkies are a reasonable alternative . 

*  Always bring waterproof matches or a couple of 

Bic lighters and a knife of some kind. 

*  A loud whistle is another good idea. It can be used 

to attract attention if ‘confused’ and may convince an 

unwelcome animal to leave the area. 

*  If hiking in an area bears are known to habituate, 

make some noise while hiking. Sing, clap your 

 hands, talk, whatever. Bears don’t like to be sur-

prised and if they  know you’re approaching,  t he y’ l l 

usually go the other way. 

*  Remember, you’re a guest, be courteous and ap-

preciative.  

 If you carry it in, please carry it out! 
*  Take only pictures; leave only footprints and leave 

those only on designated trails and areas.    Remem-

ber, when you’re  enjoying any federal area, guide-

lines forbid the taking of even a pebble from national 

parks.  

*  Never, ever cut a live tree for firewood or any 

other reason.  

*  Be respectful of your state and national forests; 

keep the trees and shrubs alive and growing. 

*  If hiking with Fido, keep him on a leash no longer 

 than 6 feet. 

Safe Hiking in  Cliffview 

and  State and Federal  

Forests of the  

Red River Gorge  

Geological Area 
The hiking season is now in full 

swing. Hundreds, thousands of folks 

from all over the country regularly 

visit Cliffview Resort and the Red River Gorge Area 

to enjoy nature’s bounty. There is no better way to 

experience all the area has to offer than to hike the 

hundreds of trails in federal, state and private land. 

We want everyone to have the best hiking experience 

possible and leave the area with fond memories and 

beautiful pictures and videos.  

To make the experience fun, informative and safe we 

offer a few hints and some do’s and don’ts. 

 

∗ First and foremost, the Boy Scouts are right, 

     Be Prepared!\ 

 

*  The Mountains are known for unpredictable 

weather. Check the  weather forecast for the area. 

*  Plan your hike--know about the area and how to 

get there. Get detailed maps. 

*  Take enough food, clothing, and equipment to 

keep you comfortable for at least  another day  and  

night longer than planned in case of emergency.  

*  Notify others of where you will be, and when you 

plan to be home, in case some one needs to contact 

you. Let them know when you return.  

* If you are a beginner, contact local outfitters or 

camping and hiking locations for a general    check list 

of needed equipment. It’s a very good idea to have a 

comprehensive  Red Cross    approved First Aid kit 

and manual. 

® Mountain Hippie  Apparel  
L o c a l  A r t i s a n  C r a f t s 

Hoodies  -   T-Shirts 

Natural Bridge Rd  

606.663.8885 

HAND DIPPED  

ICE CREAM 

 HOUSE MADE FUDGE 

13 Cabins & 10-Room Lodges       

Breath Taking Panoramic Vistas 

 

******* 

Hiking, Nature Photography, Fishing, 

Boating, Beaches  all in a short drive 



Red River Gorge's Finest Cabin Rentals. 

Family Owned and Operated.  

Visit Our Website to Reserve a Cabin!     
 

redrivergorgecabinrentals.com 

 

844.692.2246844.692.2246844.692.2246844.692.2246 

 

13 Cabins & 10-Room Lodges       

Breath Taking Panoramic Vistas 

Hiking, Nature Photography, Fishing, Boat-

ing, Beaches  a short drive from  

Indian Creek Resort   

Showers, Bathrooms, Free WiFi 

Huge Indoor Recreation Area 
Outdoor & Indoor Camping 

Lota. Rocks! (Land of the Arches)

5150 KY Hwy 715 

Camton, KY  

 

 

Landofthearches.com 

Finally - April! Jenny Ison 

 

 

Glory Hallelujah! It’s finally APRIL!  

Spring is here for sure. There’s no  

denying it, I love SPRING!  

All the newness.  All the freshness.  

The colors of spring are delicate and subtle. Pale 

yellows and faint pinks. So many soft shades of blue 

and the fresh, clean  verdure of new grass.  

As far as I’m concerned, April is the beginning of 

my New Year. Time to plan for more exploring in 

the Red River Gorge. There’s no prettier place on 

God’s Earth than the Gorge in April. 

A friend thinks May is the perfect month, (see our 

next issue) but I am certain there is no month to 

compare with April. I think it even has the prettiest 

name of all the months.  

The birds love April so much they sing about it all 

day and into the night. Just step outside and listen.  

The wildflowers definitely love it and hurry to flash 

their pastel colors before the leaves on the buckeyes 

and hickories begin to block thenew sun.  

Just take a stroll anywhere in the Gorge. Even step-

ping outside your cabin or room here at Cliffview 

will fill your senses with April’s bounty of pleasing 

sights and sounds. 

April is the month all of us have been waiting for 

since last November.  

Oh, sure, March is the month when Spring officially 

starts, but March is so unpredictable. And it’s also 

true that May is when things really get rolling. Birds 

with young, cherry blossoms and regular 70’s for 

temperatures, but April is still special.  

April is when you know Spring is here and it’s not 

going to disappoint you with a freezing night or two.  

April may get its name from the Latin verb aperire, 

meaning to open.  

 

Maybe April is from the Roman derivation of 

Aphrodite, Aprilis. Aphrodite was the Greek goddess 

of love and beauty. I feel either or both origins  is/are 

appropriate. As in  ‘opening the  beauty’ of Spring! 

Like I said, April opens the year for me, it is 

beautiful  and, of all the months, I love it the most. 

Natural Bridge  

State Resort Park 



Powell County Attractions  

We Have So Many Varied, Exciting and Unique  

Venues, There’s Something For The Entire Family 

 

The Red River Museum in Clay City 
Natural Bridge Skylift and Gift Shop 

Natural Bridge State Resort Park 

Pilot Knob 

Auxier Ridge Trailhead 

Double Arch Trail 

The Gray’s Arch Trail 

Battleship Rock 

Mill Creek Lake 

Kentucky Dragway 

The Earth Shop 

Kentucky Reptile Zoo 

The Gorge Underground 

Meadowgreen Music Park 

And So Much More: Antique Stores, Restaurants,  

Souvenir Shops, Horseback Riding, ATV Trails 

 

For information about these and much more, visit 

GoPoCo.Org   Or    Call 606.663.1161 

Bluegrass Bits 

   Have you  
Climbed ● Hiked ● Paddled ●  Fished ● Slept in a Yurt    

Rappelled ● Ridden A Horse ● Slung Mud ● Walked In Nature  
 Picnicked ● Had a Hot Dog ● Camped Under the Stars    

Visited the Gorge Underground ● Listened to Live Bluegrass 

      Today? 
     You can do all that and more right here  

     in the Beautiful, Natural  

     Red River Gorge 

        Check Page 3 or Ask One of our Staff 

Some Special Businesses of Interest 
Daniel Boone Liquor - Stop in after your hike for a 

cocktail  or cold beer of your choice or grab a bottle 

from our Daniel Boone Liquor Store to take back to 
the cabin and enjoy your own private party!   

At the Boone Coffee Shop and Deli. 769 Natural Bridge 

Rd. (KY Hwy 11) 606.663.2549.  
 

145 SteakOut- 148 Main St, Downtown Campton, 
KY   606-668-7500.   Great Steaks and more. 

 

Redpoint Barbeque -  On Jim Smith Rd, Rogers, 
KY  Serving American dishes with a full bar. Has in-

door and outdoor seating.  606.668.7000. 

 

Sweet Art by Stephanie - 101 Main St., Campton, 
KY  606-668-7277  Not just a bakery, serves home 

cooked meals. Only open  Monday to Friday.  

 

The Pit BBQ (Thatcher's BBQ) - Slade, KY  606-
947-8040. Serves pork, beef and chicken BBQ. 

Serves beer. Live music Friday & Saturday nights. 

 

tiny@theboneyardwell.com  

Okay, Let’s get to 
the bottom of this. 
The Well is the one 
and only liquor store 
in Beattyville selling 

liquor, beer and wine. 

Located in Beattyville on KY Rte 52 in the  

Boneyard Building at River’s Edge. 
 

Come enjoy a peaceful, relaxing eve on the patio  

sipping a glass of  wine,  just watching the river flow. 

 

Rentals Available for 1 to 15 

Scenic Lots And  

Vacation Homes for Sale 

606.663.0000 

 

P.O. Box 51824 

Knoxville, TN 37950 

Phone: 865-584-7571 

www.MissionofHope.org 


