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We got an email from We got an email from We got an email from We got an email from     

TripAdvisor that said:TripAdvisor that said:TripAdvisor that said:TripAdvisor that said:    

You’re in the 

top 10% of hotels worldwide!   

The Official (only!) Newspaper of The Red River Gorge 

Electrifying News! 
 

 

We have three Tesla Charging Stations, one of which is universal. Now you can recharge 
your Tesla, Prius, Leaf, Volt, or any electric or hybrid car while enjoying unforgettable 
time in the Gorge zipping, hiking or just napping.   And, we offer this service to anyone, 
you do not have to be a guest at Cliffview.  
Oh yeah, I almost forgot  -  you can charge absolutely free! Uh huh. Free! 

Congratulations, 

you’re a 2021 

Travelers’ Choice 

Award Winner 

A Spooky Unguided Tour Through 

the Gorge Underground  
 

Join us for this super spooky unguided 

paddle thru the Gorge Underground. 

You will have 90 minutes of on-water 

time to explore the underground like 

never before. Our guides won't be on 

tour with you; will be in costume 

"haunting"  all over the mine and keep-

ing you safe while you paddle. 

The tours will be 90 min of unguided 

exploration of the mine.  

The Classic Tours take place from our 

front Dock area. You will be in a regu-

lar kayak with a clear bottom.   

The deluxe tours take place from our 

rear dock area. On this tour you get to 

walk thru about 5 minutes of the dry  

side of the mine and will have a photog-

rapher along for the trip.  You get a 

clear kayak and LED underwater lights 

on your kayak.   

Tour time slots are 2 hours starting at 6, 

8, 10 pm on Friday and Saturday night 

the last two weekends in October.   

The Gorge Underground will be deco-

rated for Halloween all of October. 
 

844844844844----254254254254----6244624462446244    
TheGorgeUnderground.com 

Vacations - Red River Gorge Style 

 

 
 

You sure did pick the right place and the right time - October in the Red 

River Gorge Geographic Area! As the old commercial used to say, “It 

doesn’t get any better than this!” 

By their very concept, vacations should be a time of relaxation, away 

from the busy life of modern living.  A time that restores and recharges 

us. A precious time away from the stresses of day to day living in these 

fast paced times. 

 A time that prepares us for the return to that busy life. No matter what 

your energy level may be, you can’t go full speed all the time. Every-

body needs to slow it down, to take a break.   

Here in the beautiful Red River Gorge Area, we offer the perfect place 

to wind down, relax and enjoy  the serenity of this timeless mountain 

respite.  

Here, you can  languish at a slower pace and treat yourself to calm, 

peaceful days. Appreciate a starry night and spectacular vistas stretch-

ing in every direction free of the noise, clutter, constant movement and 

confusion of busy urban areas. 

Here, you can drive from interstates to two lane highways to hidden 

back roads, to … 

You can enjoy great food served by friendly people, zip across ancient 

gorges carved out of solid rock over many millennia.  

You can scale sandstone cliffs, gaze on breath taking scenery or simply 

take time to enjoy the quiet comfort only these mountains and valleys 

can offer.  

We are truly just tickled pink that you came to visit! 



Gourmet Coffees ~ Cappuccino 

Espresso ~ Nutritious Smoothies 
Limited Gourmet Grocery Items 

Just off Slade Exit 33 South 

769 Natural Bridge Road (KY Hwy 11) 

606-663-2549 
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We gratefully acknowledge the in-

formation and assistance given us by 

the State of Kentucky Parks Depart-

ment and the staff of the Natural 

Bridge State Park and thanks to the 

staff of the Natural Bridge State 

Park’s newsletter, the Natural 

Bridge Hiker. 

The Gorge Gazette is published 

monthly except January and Febru-

ary for entertainment of Cliffview 

Resort Guests, Owners, Visitors, 

Staff, Tourists and Friends.  
All contents including  ads  

are copyrighted by  

                   Jerry Ison/Jay Eye Communications 

                   Box 271   Talbott, TN 37877 

Distributed free of charge  

courtesy of our advertisers! 

HELPFUL WEBSITES & PHONE NUMBERS 

State, County & City Facilities 

Natural Bridge State Resort Park General Information 

(606) 663-2214 or 1-800-325-1710   (reservations)  2135 Natural Bridge 

Rd.  Slade, KY 40376  Trail map & descriptions, park laws and regula-

tions, lodging, camping, group meeting facilities, group programs    

"Natural Bridge State Resort Park is hiking, arches, exploring, scenery, 

reflection, and making memories." 

www.parks.ky.gov/findparks/resortparks/nb 

Kentucky State Nature Preserve Commission                                

www.naturepreserves.ky.gov 

Red River Gorge National Geological Area     (606) 663-8100  

www.fs.fed.us/r8/boone/districts/cumberland/redriver_gorge.shtml 

Gladie Cultural-Environmental Learning Center  (606) 663-8100 

www.fs.fed.us/r8/boone/districts/cumberland/gladie.shtml 

Red River Gorge Trail Crew (Volunteers)        www.RRGTC.com 

Leave No Trace – Outdoor Ethics   www.lnt.org 

Kentucky State Parks - Create your own Experience. 
www.parks.ky.gov      Become a KYSP fan at:  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Kentucky-State-Parks/152588316577 
Lee County Tourism Commision 

Dedra Brandenburg Director  606.464.5038               

www.visitleecountyky.com 
Private Facilities 

Cliffview Resort  & Cliffview Retreat   606.668.6222 

www.cliffviewresort.com  455 Cliff View Road, Campton, KY 41031             
The Lodge, The Retreat and Lakeside Lodges are available for groups,  

weddings and retreats. Also available is the 8,000 sq foot ReceptionHall 

Red River Gorge Zip Lines  855.ZIP.TOUR ( 855.947.8687) 

606.668.6222    www.redrivergorgezipline.com 

Scenic Cabin Rentals 606.668.6487 www.sceniccabin.com   

Paul Hamann   513.378.8716  Nancy Hamann   513.919.7150 

Red River Gorge Cabin Rentals  606.668.3272  
www.redrivergorgecabinrentals.com 

The Gorge Underground 844.254.6244) Thrillsville.org 

Ian Teal    513.284.2332  

The Gorge Gazette: Jenny or Jerry Ison   865.674.6740    

Email stories, ideas, suggestions, news to: jerry@jerryison.com  

                    Red River Gorge Red River Gorge Red River Gorge Red River Gorge     
       Log Homes       Log Homes       Log Homes       Log Homes    

 

                  Let Us Build the  

                 Log Home of Your Dreams! 

 

We always have cabins & lots for sale. 

We offer Project Management  

from the ground up 

513-284-2332 

www.redrivergorgeloghomes.com 

 GHENGIS KHAN GHENGIS KHAN GHENGIS KHAN GHENGIS KHAN     

NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD!NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD!NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD!NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD!    
Rent one of our  

LUXURY YURTS!LUXURY YURTS!LUXURY YURTS!LUXURY YURTS!    
and you too can...  

LIVE LIKE AN EMPEROR! LIVE LIKE AN EMPEROR! LIVE LIKE AN EMPEROR! LIVE LIKE AN EMPEROR!     
(At Least for a couple of days!) 

 

Red River Gorge 
Cabin Rentals 

844.682.2246 

redrivergorgecabinrentals.com 



TTTThe Ghosts of he Ghosts of he Ghosts of he Ghosts of     

Cherokee Springs Cemetery      Cherokee Springs Cemetery      Cherokee Springs Cemetery      Cherokee Springs Cemetery          
                                                      by Jerry Ison   

The early spring of 1861 held the promise 

of a new life for 17 year old Elizabeth 

Cornett.  Her parents had finally given in 

and agreed she could marry the love of her 

life, 18 year old William “Billy” Allen. 

The wedding was planned for the third 

week of October, just after the harvest. 

Then, in April, all was shattered. The Na-

tion was at war with itself; several Southern states had seceded 

from the union and fighting had begun.  

In Eastern Kentucky, sentiments were to be found for both 

sides. While most wanted to remain in the Union, there were 

many who saw the Southern Cause as a just cause. William was 

one of those who felt his duty lay with the Confederacy. He 

rode off to join Brazelton's 3rd Kentucky Calvary Battalion. 

Elizabeth’s parents were staunch Unionist and reversed their 

stance, absolutely forbidding Elizabeth to even talk to that Re-

bel, William Allen,  much less marry him.   

As the war progressed, Union forces drove the Confederates out 

of the area and established a headquarters on the East Fork of 

the Kentucky River near Beattyville in the summer of 1863.  

However, there was still a good deal of sentiment for the South 

in the area; several families provided shelter and aid to the 

many Confederate spies and scouts who still roamed the hills 

and gorges near Beattyville and harassed the Union garrisons.  

One of these infiltrators was William who, on several occa-

sions, secretly met with Elizabeth at the little church known as 

Cherokee Springs Church. This 

church was located a few miles up 

the river from Beattyville  near Athol 

and just over the hill from  Craft’s 

Hollow where Elizabeth’s family 

lived. 

It was October 31, 1863, Halloween 

Night, when on her way to meet with 

William, Elizabeth was stopped by a 

Union patrol traveling the road from 

Beattyville to Jackson.  

Elizabeth was quite nervous and even though the Union soldiers 

had orders not to harass locals, the young lieutenant was suspi-

cious of a pretty young girl alone on the road this late.  

The patrol allowed her to continue, but the lieutenant decided to 

double back and see where she was really going so late at night.  

Elizabeth,  believing the entire patrol had ridden away, rode 

directly to the church where William was waiting.  

Before she could dismount from her horse, the Union officer 

appeared right behind her in the road. At the same time, Wil-

liam rode out of the trees bordering the little cemetery behind 

the church. He did not see the soldier, but could see Elizabeth.  

The lieutenant, spotting William, brought his rifle up to his 

shoulder and aimed. Elizabeth dug her heels into the horse’s 

side and rode toward William screaming for him to turn and 

run.  

The sound of the rifle echoed off the church and down the val-

ley. Elizabeth now riding in the direct line of fire, was struck 

through the back. She slumped over the horse’s neck as it gal-

loped into the cemetery.  

William charged toward Elizabeth and turned to fire at the lieu-

tenant, but the hammer failed to fall. Just as Billy reached 

Elizabeth, the Union soldier put a ball from his sidearm through 

William’s heart.  

He fell against his loved one’s lifeless body and they both fell 

to the earth in deathly embrace.  

The lieutenant noticed William had pulled his watch from his 

pocket and must have been checking the time when the encoun-

ter suddenly happened. The fob was tangled in the pistol’s trig-

ger guard and had prevented William from firing. 

The light from the full moon shone on the watch face and he 

could see that it was exactly midnight. 

The old church is gone now and not much of the little cemetery 

remains. The road to the church is now little more than a weedy 

track. If one were daring enough to venture down that road on 

Halloween, just at midnight, you will hear the pounding of hoof 

beats racing from the road into the cemetery.  

Then, barely audible, comes the anguished cry of a young girl’s 

faint voice,   

                                                                          “Run Billy, run!”   

 

The sound fades as it is carried away on the icy cold breeze 

blowing across the crumbling tombstones. 

Red River Gorge's Finest Cabin Rentals. 

Family Owned and Operated.  

Visit Our Website to Reserve a Cabin!     
 

redrivergorgecabinrentals.com 

 

844.692.2246844.692.2246844.692.2246844.692.2246  

If Your Vacation Rental Isn’t Pet 
Friendly Call Us -We’re Pet Lovers ! 

Seven Days a Week 7am - 7pm 

Pick up & Delivery Available 



There's usually mention of  the red pigments, 

anthocyanins, formed when natural sugar, glucose, is 

trapped in a dying leaf.  

Oh yes, no scientific discussion  of the leaves of 

autumn would be complete without mention of 

abscission.  This is what gives the term "fall" 

meaning.  Abscission is the  process which causes 

trees to lose their  leaves. Or at least, so say those 

scientists. 

I have a completely different version. In my version, 

the  coloring and eventual dropping of the leaves is a 

carefully orchestrated performance. Much like the 

fireworks finale at one of the many Fall Festivals. It's 

the Creator's way, and so obviously so, of topping 

off His magnificent performance the preceding 

season - summer.  

That was a tough act to follow but to me, autumn is 

the cymbal crash at the end of summer's crescendo. 

             

           e are fortunate to be here where we can 

experience four different seasons. The crisp, 

glittering cold of winter. The airy pastels of a fresh 

green spring. The fullness and deep green of 

summer. The glorious display of fall. 

For many of us, however, autumn is the season we 

most appreciate. Cool, comfortable evenings and a 

more gentle, softer glow from the sun. Autumn is the 

canvas for nature's most brilliant brush strokes. The 

yellows and golds of the buckeye and cottonwoods. 

The silver, purple and red of the sweet gum.  

Countless shades of red, running from barely orange 

sassafras leaves, through the brownish rust of oaks 

and sycamores, to the brilliant scarlet of sugar 

maples and dogwoods. 

This colorful display is not only for trees, many other 

plants get in on the act. Some grasses turn beautiful 

shades of yellow and  gold.  

Poison ivy leaves develop reds so vibrant, they 

sometimes appear metallic.  

What causes this marvelous transformation? How are 

the colors of the different plants and trees 

determined?  

Scientists, botanist and biologists have many answers 

and logical reasons as to why all the colorization 

takes places.  

They talk of loss of chlorophyll - the green stuff in 

plants. There's mention of the yellow agents,  

carotene and xanthophyll. They bring up the cooler 

nights and bright sunshine of autumn days as causes 

for chemical  changes which result in color changes. 

P.O. Box 51824 

Knoxville, TN 37950 

Phone: 865-584-7571 

www.MissionofHope.org 

Reading a Woolly WormReading a Woolly WormReading a Woolly WormReading a Woolly Worm    
 

The Wooly Worm, also known 

in some areas as the Woolly 

Bear, is not actually a worm. It’s a caterpillar, the 

larva of the Isabella Tiger Moth. It has thirteen hair-

covered body segments of rusty orange and black. 

The end segments are usually black with the orange 

mid section. 

Okay, about the “reading” part. The legend goes like 

this:  the more rusty segments the milder the coming 

winter will be so the wider the black, the more severe 

the winter. 

There are some other caterpillars that have all white 

or all orange or even all black hairs. These are not 

woolly worms so if you spot an all black one, don’t 

panic and start hoarding milk and bread! 

HAND DIPPED  

ICE CREAM 

 HOUSE MADE FUDGE 
 

Red River Gorge  
Souvenir Mason  
Jar Milkshakes 

® Mountain Hippie  ApparelMountain Hippie  ApparelMountain Hippie  ApparelMountain Hippie  Apparel    
Loca l Ar t i s an Cra f tL o ca l Ar t i s an Cra f tL o ca l Ar t i s an Cra f tL o ca l Ar t i s an Cra f t ssss    

Hoodies  -   T-Shirts 

Natural Bridge Rd  

606.663.8885606.663.8885606.663.8885606.663.8885    

 

“On Your Way To The Gorge” 



Bluegrass Bits 

 

Rentals Available for 1 to 15 

Scenic Lots And  

Vacation Homes for Sale 

606.663.0000 

   Have you  
Climbed ● Hiked ● Paddled ●  Fished ● Slept in a Yurt    

Rappelled ● Ridden A Horse ● Slung Mud ● Walked In Nature  
 Picnicked ● Had a Hot Dog ● Camped Under the Stars    

Visited the Gorge Underground ● Listened to Live Bluegrass 

      Today? 
     You can do all that and more right here  

     in the Beautiful, Natural  

     Red River Gorge 

        Check Page 3 or Ask One of our Staff 

Our Great Hot Dogs Smothered With 

Our Famous Chili Sauce is Unbeatable! 

  

Stanton, KY 
tiny@theboneyardwell.com  

Okay, Let’s get to 
the bottom of this. 
The Well is the one 
and only liquor store 
in Beattyville selling 
liquor, beer and wine. 

Located in Beattyville on KY Rte 52 in the  

Boneyard Building at River’s Edge. 
 

Come enjoy a peaceful summer’s eve on the patio  

sipping a glass of  wine, watching the river flow. 

IIIIt Happened In Octobert Happened In Octobert Happened In Octobert Happened In October    
October events in Kentucky’s history 

Used with permission from Robert A. Powell,  

author of  It Happened Today! In Kentucky History 

 

October 8 1829—Talk about the Luck O’ the 

Irish, Martin Beatty, while drilling for water 

near Burkesville, KY, struck oil and thus es-
tablished the world’s first oil well. 

 

October 12, 1920- Man  O’ War running his 

last race,  defeated Sir Barton, the first ever 
Triple Crown winner, by seven lengths. 

 

October 29, 1960 - Kentucky born Cassius 
Clay who later changed his name to Muham-

mad Ali, won his first professional fight in a 

six-round decision over Tunney Hunsaker. 

Hunsaker was the chief of police of Fayette-

ville, West Virginia. This was Clay’s first fight 

after returning from the summer 1960 Olym-

pics in Rome with the Gold Medal.  


